Lewis-Burke Meeting with UNH Arctic Interdisciplinary Working Group
Feb 9, 2018 – Morse 401
(notes)

Lewis-Burke: Lauren Broccoli and Reed Skaggs

UNH: Jan Nisbet, Kathy Cataneo, Harlan Spence, Jack Dibb, Nancy Kinner, Cameron Wake, Larry Hamilton, Mark Milutinovich, Jennifer Jacobs, Justine Stadler, Jennifer Miksis-Olds, Kathy Duderstadt


UNH Tasks -- work through UNH Research Office to get information to Lewis-Burke
· By end of February: Develop “Congressional Asks for 2019”  
"The committee urges NSF to consider xxx  as it formulates Navigating the New Arctic with particular focus on xxx."
· Gather more specific research information to share with Lewis-Burke

Role of Lewis-Burke 
· Develops relationships with staff from congressional offices, congressional committees, and federal research agencies. 
· Can disseminate information about UNH research priorities to help drive national research agenda and funding priorities from federal agencies 
· Currently putting together FY 19 programmatic requests. They need "language" to put in bills aimed at directing solicitations toward research done at UNH. 

Background
· Be bold and aggressive over the next two years (in terms of seeking funding).  
· Continuing Resolution until March 23 & 2-yr budget agreement
· Raises caps of DOD and Non-Defense Discretionary (NDD) budget 
· NDD raised by 63 billion in 2018 and 69 billion in 2019
· NDD is where NSF, NASA, NIH, etc. receive funding
· Won't know which organizations will receive funding until the omnibus spending bill is passed -- expected in March  
· Agencies will need to obligate funds by September (before new fiscal year begins in October). Expect this spring/summer to be busy in terms of funding solicitations, contacting program directors, and proposal writing. 
· After 2020, it will be more difficult to be "bold and aggressive" as it is an election year and language will be about limiting spending
· CJS - Commerce, Justice, Science subcommittee of Appropriations
· Census (2020 might take a large amount of "air in the room"
· NASA might be another big recipient of funding 



UNH Arctic Strategy for Research and Scholarship (Jack Dibb presented themes) 
What do changes in the Arctic mean for human communities? 
UNH has strong teams for the main two themes 
1. Arctic Feedbacks - Water and Carbon Cycles
2. Where People Lives - Land-Coast Connections 

More specific UNH strengths to drive national research agenda and funding    
· Role of lower 48 in Arctic 
· What's the role of New England? 
· Portland - Portsmouth Naval Shipyard  
· Water cycle - Carbon cycle 
· Coast - Land - near shore processes
· Cold Weather Infrastructure  -- can our 4 months of cold climate help understand Arctic? New Hampshire as an "outdoor lab" for the Arctic.
· Hazards (e.g., oil spills) 
· Newfoundland is heading full bore into offshore drilling 
· Coastal Research Response Center (https://crrc.unh.edu/) 
· Nancy Kinner is co-director. Center housed at UNH
· Distributed Biological Observatory in Atlantic-Arctic (extension from successes in Pacific-Arctic) 
· Data Center for New England 
· Long-term data management for the Gulf of Maine
· Nancy Kinner asked "Where do we go to get the data we need immediately to respond to a disaster). 
· NSF CISE?
Jen Miksis-Olds
 "Who is advocating for NOPP?"
Congressional staff didn't seem to know about NOPP's existence
Lewis-Burke – this is the type of information they can help with…as a lobbying firm they can educate staff about NOPP
Congressional Ask --  Cables out to Environmental Observatory off Shoals? 
(Jen, did I get that right?)
State-wide initiatives 
Example of Mississippi and task force on oceans
Lauren Broccoli said any opportunity for state buy-in will help on federal level.  Also mentioned that partnering with other institutions can provide more opportunities (DOD - MURI)


Jennifer Jacobs 
Portland - transportation system for oil and shipping 
Simultaneous development and retreat of communities from shoreline.  
           Climate change impacts and rising seas. 
Seasonal snowpack and freeze thaw 
BAA drone based instrumentation -- snow research.   
Autonomous vehicles 

Larry Hamilton - Communication between scientists and general public
Note: Connect Larry Hamilton and Dave Kennedy

Changes in NSF
· New Polar Advisory Committee -- https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/advisory.jsp  
· Note: the Oct 2017 meeting minutes provide insight into direction of NSF Navigating the New Arctic and Converence Research funding…and matches very well with our UNH vision! 
· https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/opp_advisory/meeting_docs/october2017/Fall%202017%20AC-OPP%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf 
· New staff?
· This year will be the last INFEWS call (sunsets).  SEES (past). What’s next? 
· Coasts and People?  
· NSF project managers are asking "What is my legacy going to be?"
Lewis-Burke is putting together FY 19 programatic requests  
          Need "Language" to put in bill...(toward research done at UNH) 
"The committee urges NSF to consider xxxxx  as it formulates Navigating the New Arctic with particular focus on xxxxx."

Initial thoughts
I. Urgent need to focus resources on connection between East Coast and the Arctic
· A lot of resources already going to Northwest...time to "think beyond Alaska" 
· Davis Strait and Northwest Passage opening to shipping
· Urgent need to consider increased shipping activity and Canada's offshore drilling (Newfoundland and Labrador).
· Impact on US coastlines (esp. New England and Gulf o Maine) 
II. UNH as a model for Convergence Research
· Vision of 2020 -- "Deep commitment to interdisciplinarity" 
· has high probability for success at Convergence Research 
· UNH can serve as a model for convergence research and scholarship
· UNH more capable of interdisciplinary Arctic collaborations than U. Alaska Fairbanks or Univ. Washington (strong groups but not as much potential for interdisciplinary research). 

Role of New England in Navigating the New Arctic 
· Navigating the New Arctic currently being paired with Convergence Research 
· Easily identifiable societal beneft
· Convergence is designed to lead to solutions
· UNH is poised to succeed at a convergence approach 
(administrative commitment, institutional structure, and interest) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next 2-5 years there will be huge change for New England... 
Portland's deep port 
New oil leases off Newfoundland
"Can't get oil transported out of Alberta fast enough" (tar sands) 

Some guiding questions:
· What would an ideal Navigating the New Arctic solicitation look like from the perspective of UNH? 
· What is the story of why the East Coast / New England is important in the Arctic?
 
Invitations to NSF-sponsored conference:
NNA Convergence: Preparing for a Northwest Passage -- the Role of New England in Navigating the New Arctic​
​The University of New Hampshire 
March 25-27, 2018​
· France Cordova - interested in meeting with senators who influence NSF funding
· Time Gallaudet (NOAA)? Can reach out through Dave Kennedy or John White
· ONR?  National Security angle?
The invitations alone will get the information out that UNH is leading in Navigating the New Arctic and Convergence Research

Builds favor on agency side...and only takes 20 minutes as kick-off or lunch speaker
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