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What are your own stories and ideas about why people 
 immigrate to the united states?  

                                                                                                                                  

Q

Escape past or future 
persecution based on 
race, religion, and/or 

nationality 

Family  
reunification

Escape  
poverty 

Escape conflict 
 or violence 

Economic 
security 

Pursuit of freedom 

Seek advanced  
healthcare 

Educational 
 purposes 

 
Greater 

opportunities
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https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/why-people-migrate-11-surprising-reasons/
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The US Department of Labor reports 
that in 2016, 27 million foreign-born 

persons were in the labor force, making 
up 16.9% of total labor force. This 

includes refugees, legal 
and unauthorized immigrants.  

Observe the chart 

to the right, do you 

see your story 

as a part of history? 

6

Is your story about work, 

 education, both? 

People who immigrate are twice as 
likely to start their own businesses. 
It has been reported that 40% of 
Fortune 500 companies have been 
founded by immigrants or their 
children. States with larger 
numbers of immigrants report 
lower unemployment rates for 
everyone. This occurs because 
immigrants often fill labor- 
intensive jobs that US citizens do 
not.  
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New Mission: 

 
Previous Mission: 

Consider the meaning of the words and phrases on 
this page and the  next. what are your feelings and 

thoughts about these words? How have they shaped 
your thinking about immigration?  

Q
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A foreign born individual. 

Alien

"The American Dream"

A process by which foreign born people absorb the norms, 
traditions, and culture of the dominate culture.  
                                              

Assimilation 

"Asylum is an immigration benefit that allows certain foreign 
nationals who fear persecution to remain lawfully in the US. 
People who are granted asylum may apply for lawful 
permanent residence (a green card) one year after being 
granted asylum."

Asylum

A current administrative goal of erecting a wall between the 
United States and Mexico to limit unauthorized immigration 
to the US. 

"Build that Wall"

“The iconography of American immigration - the way in 
which it is depicted in visual images - stresses women and 
children and family groups even though they were a minority
- in some periods a very small minority - 
of all immigrants. Even today, when our immigration laws 
favor family reunification, families most often arrive serially. 
This is now usually called chain migration, as migrants, 
whether members of a nuclear or extended family, follow one
another as links in a chain.”

Chain Migration

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, a federal 
program that protects undocumented people who were 
brought to the United States as children. 

DACA 

Refers to any American child of an unauthorized immigrant.
Anchor Baby

All foreign-born non-citizens who
are not legal residents.

Illegal Immigrant

A term used to characterize illegal immigration.

Invasion

People who are granted permission to work and 
live in the United States without any limitations. 
Immigrants are eligible for a green card, which 
authorizes their status as a permanent resident.

Immigrant

A metaphor for the effect of people from 
various backgrounds forming one unique 
society with a variety of shared traditions, 
values, and culture created by the diverse 
groups of people who reside there.

Melting Pot

This language emphasizes education, job training, and
the ability to speak and write in English.

Merit-Based Migration

People who are forced to leave their home 
country due to oppression, war, natural or 
man-made disasters.

Refugees

People who either came into the United 
States without authorization or were granted 
temporary residence and stayed past the date 
their residence expired.

    Undocumented Immigrant

Title of a book written by President John F. Kennedy on
immigration reform. Kennedy firmly believed that 
America should remain "the land of opportunity" and 
that all people have the right to shape their own 
destinies regardless of place of birth.

Nation of Immigrants

Jurisdiction that may have state laws, local 
ordinances, or departmental policies protecting 
undocumented immigrants and limiting the 
coordination with local law enforcement agencies 
and officers.

   Sanctuary City

Undocumented immigrants who seek permanent legal 
residence under the Development Relief and Education 
for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act.

Dreamers

“A dream of social order in which each man and each 
woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of 
which they are innately capable, and be recognized by 
others for what they are, regardless of the fortuitous 
circumstances of birth or position.” 
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How do we reach fairness? 

Should the immigration process 
treat all applicants the same way 

or not? How should our system 
account for equity and equality, 

for US citizens and residents and 
people seeking to live in the us? 

 Examine the immigration 
pathways for gaining citizenship 
and legal entry, where do you see 

equity and equality? 

EQUITY EQUALITY 
Equality could be interpreted as 

everyone should be treated equally, 
regardless of education, race, gender 

or other characteristics. 

  Equity based decision making adjusts 
policies with respect to a person's 

historical advantages, disadvantages and 
life experiences to achieve fairness. 

Q
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Examine the U.S. Immigration Process and Pathways 

1. Family Based Immigration

2. Employment-Based Immigration 

3. Refugees and Asylees

4. Diversity Visa Program

6. US Citizenship 

5. Humanitarian Relief 

Refugees are admitted to the United States based upon an inability to return to their home countries because of a 
“well-founded fear of persecution” due to their race, membership in a particular social group, political opinion, 
religion, or national origin. Refugees apply for admission from outside of the United States, generally from a 
“transition country” that is outside their home country. Each year the President, in consultation with Congress, 
determines the numerical ceiling for refugee admissions. 

Asylees  do not have to have legal immigration status to apply for protection. Much like refugees, asylees cannot 
live in their native country for reasonable fear or proof that they will be persecuted on the basis of religion, 
nationality, membership in a social group or political opinion. There are two ways to apply for asylum in the US: 
1) affirmatively: people who request asylum by choice; 2) defensively: people who request asylum after being 
detained by immigration services.  

Temporary employment-based visa classifications permit employers to hire and petition for foreign 
nationals for specific jobs for limited periods. The overall limit for permanent employment-based 
immigrants is 140,000 per year. This number includes the immigrants plus their eligible spouses and minor 
unmarried children, meaning the actual number of employment-based immigrants is less than 140,000 each 
year. 

Prospective immigrants under the immediate relatives category must meet standard eligibility criteria, and 
petitioners must meet certain age and financial requirements. Immediate relatives are: 
• spouses of US citizens; 
• unmarried minor children of U.S. citizens (under 21 years old); and 
• parents of US citizens (petitioner must be at least 21 years old to petition for a parent). 

The Diversity Visa lottery was created by the Immigration Act of 1990 as a dedicated channel for immigrants 
 from countries with low rates of immigration to the United States. Each year 55,000 visas are allocated 
randomly to nationals from countries that have sent less than 50,000 immigrants to the United States in the 
previous 5 years. 

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is granted to people who are in the United States but cannot return to their 
home country because of “natural disaster,” “extraordinary temporary conditions,” or “ongoing armed conflict.” 
TPS is granted to a country for six, 12, or 18 months. Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) provides protection 
from deportation for individuals whose home countries are unstable, therefore making return dangerous. 

Under the 14th amendement to the US Constitution, any person born in the United States is a citizen of the United 
States and of the state or territory in which they were born. In order to qualify for US citizenship through 
naturalization, an individual must have had LPR status (a green card) for at least five years. Applicants for 
US citizenship must be at least 18 years old, demonstrate continuous residency, demonstrate “good moral 
character,” pass English and US history and civics exams (with certain exceptions), and pay an application fee, in 
addition other requirements. 

 https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-states-immigration-system-works.
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Not all people who immigrate who have served in the US military have the opportunity to become citizens due to the fact that 
the process of naturalization is no longer included during basic training. As a result, immigrant veterans of the US military have
the possibility of being deported.

People who immigrate must live in the US for 5 years, or go through the naturalization process to be eligible for the majority
of federal benefits, such as food stamps, Medicare, and Medicaid.

Statistically, the Obama Administration deported more immigrants in comparison to other administrations. This is in part 
due to the definition of the word “deportation” within other administrations. For example, during the Bush Administration,
deportations were categorized as “voluntary removal.”

In the US, being an undocumented immigrant is a violation, not a crime. Sanctuary cities provide a place for 
undocumented immigrants to take refuge. Sanctuary cities have 15% less crime in comparison to non-sanctuary cities. 
The state of Massachusetts has seven sanctuary cities. The state of New Hampshire has none.

DACA workers yield a fiscal impact of $60 billion—making their impact on the US economy positive. However, because DACA
workers are undocumented, they are at risk for deportation. The deportation process costs the US Government approximately
$10,000 per removal. 

 

In regards to the US, approximately 65,000 undocumented immigrants graduate from high schools each year. Once a 
qualifying student graduates, he or she can apply for conditional status that would allow them to legally reside in 
the US under the conditions that they graduate from a two-year college degree, complete two years of college at a four-
year university or serve in the military for two years. 

In New Hampshire specifically, 44% of immigrants have received a college education.

The United States/Mexico border is 1,954 miles. The Government Accountability Office estimated that a wall would cost 
approximately $6.8 million per mile. From this estimate, a border wall across 1,954 miles would cost over 13 billion dollars. 
Currently there are already 650 miles of fencing across the border. 

Cities with higher rates of immigration have been associated with lower rates of violence and popular crime. Studies show that 
immigrants are less likely to commit serious crimes in comparison with US native born citizens. A possible reason that incarceration
rates of immigrants are high is attributable to immigration laws that imprison undocumented immigrants before officially being 
deported. 

DACA, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, was established on June 15, 2012. This program gives temporary lawful 
status with work authorization to immigrants who were brought into the United States illegally as children. Roughly 800,000 young
unauthorized immigrants have received work permits and protection from deportation through DACA, since 2012.
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Sanctuary Status 

The Border Wall 

The United States 2020 Census 

Defered Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

Family Reunification Migration  

Should the United States construct and pay for a wall between the US and Mexico 
over a terrain that spans 1,900 miles?  

Should the 2020 US census include the question "Is this person a citizen?" 

Should the US uphold migration policies that allow immigrants to bring their 
family here?  

https://www.facebook.com/UNHCivilDiscourse/  

DACA recipients live in a constant ambiguity and fear that they may be deported to 
a country they have never known, what should we do? 

Should our towns and institutions offer sanctuary status in New Hampshire? 



References
1  Wildcat: Digital image. University of New Hampshire at Manchester. 2018. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://manchester.unh.edu/internships 
. 
2 Robert J. "The Transformation of the 'American Dream'." The New York Times. August 04, 2017. Accessed March 22, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/upshot/the-transformation-of-the-american-dream.html. 

3 "Statue of Liberty." Digital image. Statue of Liberty Tickets. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://www.statueoflibertytickets.com/. 

4 Digital image. GraniteGrok. Accessed March 20, 2018. http://granitegrok.com/wp-content/uploads/UNH.jpg. 

5 Nuñez, Christina. "Why People Migrate: 11 Surprising Reasons." Global Citizen. December 04, 2014. Accessed March 22, 2018. https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/why-people- 
migrate-11-surprising-reasons/. 

6 Galka, Max. "Here's Everyone Who's Immigrated to the U.S. Since 1820." Metrocosm. February 18, 2017. Accessed March 20, 2018. http://metrocosm.com/animated-immigration-map/. 

7 Immigration Myths. (n.d.). Retrieved April 05, 2018, from http://berkshireic.com/fact-checking/ 

8 Myths and Facts About Immigrants and Immigration. (n.d.). Retrieved April 05, 2018, from https://www.adl.org/resources/fact-sheets/myths-and-facts-about-immigrants-and- 
immigration 

9 Anderson, S. (2011, October 26). 40 Percent of Fortune 500 Companies Founded by Immigrants or Their Children. Retrieved April 05, 2018, from 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2011/06/19/40-percent-of-fortune-500-companies-founded-by-immigrants-or-their-children/#349020984a59 

10 Raymond, Adam K. "Immigration Agency Removes 'Nation of Immigrants' From Mission Statement." Daily Intelligencer. February 23, 2018. Accessed April 05, 2018. 
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2018/02/immigration-agency-u-s-no-longer-a-nation-of-immigrants.html. 

11 "Coming to America: Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?" NIFI. Accessed April 05, 2018. https://www.nifi.org/en/issue-guide/coming-america 

12 "Immigration Terms and Definitions Involving Aliens." Internal Revenue Service. Accessed March 19, 2018. https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/immigration-terms- 
and-definitions-involving-aliens. 

13 "Alien Residency Examples." Internal Revenue Service. Accessed March 19, 2018. https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/alien-residency-examples. 

14 "The American Dream: What Is The American Dream?" Library of Congress. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/american- 
dream/students/thedream.html. 

15 Barro, Josh. "Just What Do You Mean by 'Anchor Baby'?" The New York Times. August 28, 2015. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/30/upshot/just-what-do- 
you-mean-by-anchor-baby.html. 

17 "Applying for Asylum." Immigration Equality. Accessed March 28, 2018. https://www.immigrationequality.org/get-legal-help/our-legal-resources/asylum/applying-for- 
asylum/#.WsV9E2aZNn4. 

18 "Remarks by President Trump After Review of Border Wall Prototypes." The White House. March 13, 2018. Accessed March 18, 2018. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings- 
statements/remarks-president-trump-review-border-wall-prototypes-san-diego-ca/. 

19 Daniels, Roger. Coming to America: A History of Immigration and Ethnicity in American Life. New York: Perennial, 2002. 

20 "DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals)." Immigration Equality. Accessed March 19, 2018. https://www.immigrationequality.org/get-legal-help/our-legal-resources/path-to- 
status-in-the-u-s/daca-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals/#.WrGIjZPwZ0s. 

21 "The Dream Act, DACA, and Other Policies Designed to Protect Dreamers." American Immigration Council. October 12, 2017. Accessed March 19, 2018. 
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/dream-act-daca-and-other-policies-designed-protect-dreamers. 

22 US Legal, Inc. "USLegal." Illegal Immigrant Law and Legal Definition | USLegal, Inc. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://definitions.uslegal.com/i/illegal-immigrant/. 

23"Alien vs Immigrant." Alien vs Immigrant - Difference and Comparison | Diffen. Accessed March 19, 2018. https://www.diffen.com/difference/Alien_vs_Immigrant 

16/24 Smithberger, et al. (2016). Framing public discourse across time: National Issues Forums Guide on Immigration in the U.S. (1986-2013). Journal of Public Deliberation, 1-22. 

 25 John F. Kennedy's A Nation of Immigrants." Anti-Defamation League. Accessed March 28, 2018. https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/jfk-nation-of-immigrants-
guide. 

26 "Merit-Based Immigration Systems." Federation for American Immigration Reform. Accessed March 20, 2018. https://fairus.org/issue/legal-immigration/merit-based-immigration- 
systems. 

27 "John F. Kennedy's A Nation of Immigrants." Anti-Defamation League. Accessed March 28, 2018. https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/jfk-nation-of-immigrants-
guide. 

28 "Refugees." United Nations. Accessed March 27, 2018. http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/refugees/. 

29 Martínez, Daniel E.; Martínez-Schuldt, Ricardo D.; Cantor, Guillermo (2017). "Providing Sanctuary or Fostering Crime? A Review of the Research on "Sanctuary Cities" and Crime". Sociology 
Compass. doi:10.1111/soc4.12547. ISSN 1751-9020. 

30 Gasson, Kristina. "Who Is an Undocumented Immigrant?" Www.nolo.com. Accessed March 26, 2018. https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/who-is-undocumented-immigrant.html 

31 Abdullah, Carolyne, Christopher Karpowitz, and Chad Raphael. "Equality and Equity in Deliberation: Introduction to the Special Issue." Journal of Public Deliberation 12, no. 2 (October 12, 
2016). 

32 "Equity vs. Equality." Digital image. Religion & Race: General Commission Religion and Race. Accessed March 20, 2018. http://www.gcorr.org/equity-vs-equality/. 

33 "Equity." Digital image. Grant Makers for Education. Accessed March 20, 2018. "Equity vs. Equality." Digital image. Religion & Race: General Commission Religion and Race. Accessed March 
20, 2018. http://www.gcorr.org/equity-vs-equality/. 

34 Johnson-Vasquez, Patty. "What's the Difference Between Refugee and Asylee Applicants?" Envoy Global, October 22, 2013. Accessed March 25, 2018. https://resources.envoyglobal.com 

35/38"How the United States Immigration System Works." American Immigration Council. March 13, 2018. Accessed March 20, 2018. 
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-states-immigration-system-works. 

36 Lawrence, Q. (2016, January 13). Service Members, Not Citizens: Meet The Veterans Who Have Been Deported. Retrieved April 04, 2018, 
fromhttps://www.npr.org/2016/01/13/462372040/service-members-not-citizens-meet-the-veterans-who-have-been-deported 

37 Were More People Deported Under the Obama Administration Than Any Other? (2017, February 13). Retrieved April 04, 2018, https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/obama-deported-more-
people/



38 Undocumented Immigrants' State & Local Tax Contributions. (n.d.). Retrieved April 04, 2018, fromhttps://itep.org/immigration/ 
 SCHUMACHER-MATOS, EDWARD. "Consensus, Debate, and Wishful Thinking: The Economic Impact of Immigration." In Writing Immigration: Scholars and Journalists in Dialogue, edited by
Suárez-Orozco Marcelo M., Louie Vivia and Suro Roberto, 107-35. University of California Press, 2011.  

39 Le,Van.“Immigration101: WhatIsaSanctuaryCity?”America'sVoice,9Mar.2018. 

40 Brannon, I. (2017, January 18). The Economic and Fiscal Impact of Repealing DACA. Retrieved March, 2018, from https://www.cato.org/blog/economic- fiscal-impact-repealing-daca 

41 Hildreth, M. (2018, January 14). Immigration 101: What is a Dreamer? Retrieved March, 2018, from https://americasvoice.org/blog/what-is-a-dreamer/ 

42  Http://ljournal.ru/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/a-2017-023.pdf. (2017). doi:10.18411/a-2017-023 

43 The Criminalization of Immigration in the United States. (2016, November 29). Retrieved April 04, 2018, from https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/criminalization- 
immigration-united-states 

44 Caldwell, Alicia A. “Trump Wants to Build 30-Foot-High Wall at Mexican Border.” PBS, Public Broadcasting Service, 18 Mar. 2017. 

45 Caldwell, Alicia A. “Trump's Vision for U.S.-Mexico Border.” PBS, Public Broadcasting Service, 13 July 2017 

46  Steckelberg, Aaron, Chris Alcantara, and Tracy Jan. "A Look at Trump's Border Wall Prototypes." Washington Post. March 12, 2018 

47 Rappaport, Nolan. "The Difference between 'DACA' and 'Dreamers': A Primer." TheHill. January 23, 2018. Accessed March 22, 2018. http://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/370367-the- 
difference-between-daca-and-dreamers-a-primer. 

Extensive additional information can be found: Migration Policy Institute

Thank you to our Sponsors 


